April 19, 2021

HONORING ROBERT LEDER

(Mr. TORRES of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TORRES of New York. Madam
Speaker, Robert Leder, as his name
would suggest, was a natural leader,
loved by the thousands of students
whose lives he lifted.

I, for one, would not be here were it
not for Robert Leder, who set me on a
trajectory that led from public housing
in the Bronx to the House of Rep-
resentatives in Washington, D.C. My
story is a mere footnote in the much
larger legacy of public service that
Robert Leder left behind after his pass-
ing in 2018.

Mr. Leder entered public education in
the 1960s as a Spanish teacher. In the
late 1970s, he rose to become the prin-
cipal of Herbert H. Lehman High
School in the Bronx, a position he held
for nearly three decades, making him,
at the time, the longest-serving educa-
tor in America’s largest city. As prin-
cipal, he knew the name of every stu-
dent. He held everyone around him to
the highest standards, but he held him-
self to the highest standard of all.

We, the alumni of Lehman High
School, will always love you, Mr.
Leder. We will never forget you.

I will not always be a Member of Con-
gress, but I will always be the grateful
student of the greatest educator I have
ever known, Robert Leder. May he rest
in peace.

———
O 2000

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WEEK OF THE
YOUNG CHILD

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to cele-
brate the 50th anniversary of the Week
of the Young Child. Sponsored by the
National Association for the Education
of Young Children, the Week of the
Young Child focuses on celebrating
early learning, young children, their
teachers, families, and communities.

This year’s celebration took place
from April 10th to the 16th. The Na-
tional Association for the Education of
Young Children first established the
Week of the Young Child in 1971, recog-
nizing the early childhood years lay
the foundation for children’s success in
school and later in life.

Children’s earliest years are the most
important when it comes to shaping
their learning and development. High-
quality early care and educational
services directly correlate to the
health and well-being of our commu-
nities.

Madam Speaker, with more than 400
childcare facilities in my district, and
as a senior member of the Education
and Labor Committee, I understand the
importance of quality early care and
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education experiences as well as access
to high-quality care.

Madam Speaker, let’s take a moment
to recognize the vital work performed
by early childcare and education pro-
fessionals and express our gratitude.

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION AGAINST
UKRAINE

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, as co-
chair of the bipartisan Congressional
Ukraine Caucus, I rise today with deep
concern regarding the Kremlin’s in-
creased aggression toward our ally,
Ukraine.

Currently, Russia is amassing troops
in and close to Ukraine. Ukrainian offi-
cials estimate about 80,000 Russian
troops are amassed on its border.

U.S. BEuropean Command General Tod
Wolters said, the current Russian force
mirrors the size of the infiltration of
forces that occurred back in 2014 when
Russia illegally invaded Ukrainian ter-
ritory.

This aggression serves one purpose:
Russia’s hybrid warfare to threaten the
security of the Transatlantic Alliance.

I am so grateful to President Biden
for his exceptional leadership and sup-
port for Ukraine, and I agree com-
pletely that there must be serious con-
sequences should Russia escalate fur-
ther. I am also thankful for the admin-
istration’s latest round of punitive
sanctions on Russia given its malign
behavior.

To strengthen Ukraine’s deterrence
capabilities, our caucus spearheaded ef-
forts to increase Ukraine’s defense as-
sistance funding by $25 million, up to
$275 million in fiscal year 2021, and to
place mandatory sanctions on Nord
Stream 2.

Our caucus stands ready to support
NATO and the Transatlantic Alliance
to ensure the protection of Ukraine’s
sovereignty.

————

ENDORSEMENT OF VIOLENCE IS
UNCONSCIONABLE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I
rise out of great concern for the vio-
lence and looting that has taken over
Minneapolis. Even more troubling is
the seeming endorsement and, yes, in-
citement of it by Members of this body.

It is unconscionable that a Member
of Congress sent to Washington to
make the laws that govern our Nation
would encourage Americans to dis-
regard those laws. Yet one of our
Democratic colleagues, only one day
after 136 rioters were arrested, called
for protesters to ‘‘stay on the street,”
‘“‘get more active,” and ‘‘get more
confrontational” against our law en-
forcement, urging this escalation by
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asking protesters to ignore the city-
wide curfew. Hours later, that inevi-
table escalation did occur, with Na-
tional Guardsmen and police being
fired upon.

These are very dangerous actions. Is
this the standard by which we want
this House to represent the people of
this country, that incitement? I recall
a lot of talk some months ago about a
much lesser speech being inciteful, lan-
guage must less geared toward that
being inciteful, yet it happens here.

Strong action needs to be taken by
Speaker PELOSI and this House against
these types of words.

———

SECURITY ON THE SOUTHERN
BORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BURGESS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I
rise tonight to discuss one of the most
important problems facing our coun-
try, and that is security on our south-
ern border.

I don’t think there is any question
that most Americans agree that our
immigration system is broken, but be-
fore we can fix it, we have to address
the crisis at our southern border.

And let’s be clear, what is happening
at the border is a crisis. In fact, the
President admitted as much recently.
His commander of Public Health Serv-
ice at the convention center in Dallas,
when I went to visit there, maintained
that they were in crisis management.
You don’t manage a crisis unless you
are in a crisis, so it is a crisis. It is a
humanitarian crisis.

The policies being put forward by
this administration, basically abso-
lutely opening the border are, in fact,
inhumane. Smugglers, traffickers, for-
eign banks are profiting and enticing a
hopeless people into sending their chil-
dren or themselves to make this dan-
gerous journey to unlawfully cross our
southern border. These bad actors
know how to manipulate our laws to
their advantage. Putting forward poli-
cies that make it easier for them to do
so is, in fact, wrong.

During the month of March record
numbers of unaccompanied alien chil-
dren were referred to the Office of Ref-
ugee Resettlement at the Department
of Health and Human Services. The
total number of people coming in with-
out authorization is the highest it has
been in 15 years. Customs and Border
Protection encountered over 170,000 in-
dividuals along our southern border at-
tempting to cross without authoriza-
tion. Many of them were single adults.

Over the last month, Members from
both sides of the aisle, both sides of the
Capitol flocked to our southern border
to see and assess the situation for
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